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PILOTS ASSN. 
SCRUTINIZES 
KELLY BILL 


Hamilton Reviews Situation | 
and Discusses Appropria- | 
tions from All Angles 


NEED FOR ACTION 


Recognition and Protection 
May Be Secured Through 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Legislation | 
| 
| 


By E. G. HAMILTON 


Ever since the Air Mail Avpro- 
nriation met its ‘Waterloo’ in the 
last session of Congress to the 
tune of a $4,000,000 reduction, 
there has been. much speculation 
is to how a $20,000,000 service 
mav be made to fit into a $15,- 
000,000 budget. From the legisla- 
tive angle all hopes have been cen- 

red on the Kelly Bill to work 
this miracle. The Post Office De- 
partment has maintained a con- 
spicuous silence, evidently await- 
ing the result of the attempted 
legislation. It is understood, how- 
that their legal advisers have 
busy investigating the exist- 
ing route certificates with a view 
to determining how far they may 
oo in the elimination of routes or | 
without violating any | 
rights of the contractors. 


ever, 
b n 


extensions 
of the 
The situation has not been sim- | 
plified any by the last minute 
eranting of new extensions on the 
part of the old administration. 
Thie action has caused the Post 
Office Department to be faced with 
the immediate necessity of making 
adjustments to stay within last 
ar’s appropriation, which feat is| 
) be accomplished by means of a| 
ifty per cent cut to all operators | 
for the month of June. The sig-| 
nificance of this is that the Post| 
Office is spending on air mail at} 
the present time in excess of the 
of $20,000,000 annually so} 
that the necessarv cut for next 
$5,090.000 (not 
£4,000.000), or twenty-five per 
nt of present exnenditures if| 
vy are to stay within the budget 
llowance. 
The Kelly Bill 
The Kelly Bill is the outgrowth 
’ the Crane report and the in-| 


vear is at least 


stigation conducted by the Com- 
on Post Office 
of the House and is de-| 
signed to establish a firm funda- 
tion for the construction of a per- 
manent air mail service. While it 
was not intended to perform such 
iliracles as are required at this 
time, its backers believe that it! 
will at least soften the blow by| 
making it possible to handle the} 
situation intelligently. Accordingly 
an attempt is being made to have 
it considered as emergency legis- 
tion with a view to passing it} 
before the special session is over. | 


! ittee 


Roads 


and Post 


The bill attempts to do a num- | 
ver of things, the most important 
of which is to separate the subsidy 
payments from what is considered | 
to be a fair compensation for the 
service. Using the pound-mile as a} 
unit, it is estimated that the postal | 
revenue received from the sale of | 
stamps at 5c per half-ounce is 2/| 
mills, which is therefore used as| 
the base rate of pay. This calcu-| 
lation is made on the assumption | 
that the average haul per letter is 
800 miles. Some authorities dis-| 
with this assumption, as- 
serting that the average haul is 
nearer 1,700 miles, which would 
bring the rate down to less than 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) | 
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| TEAM-WORK | 


WASHINGTON 
DETAILS TOLD 
BY BEHNCKE 


President of ALPA Attends 
Labor Conference and 
Reports Results 


cxmmmiag 
| LABOR MEETING AIMS 


\Situation Is Alarming and 
Calls for Immediate Ac- 
tion; visit Extended 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


In response to an invitation from 
President Roosevelt, extended 
through Frances Perkins, Secretary 
of Labor, to a conference with the 
Labor Department, I left for Wash- 
ington on March 29th for a three 
day visit which, because of the 
alarming state of affairs in Wash- 
ington, was later extended to six 
days. 

My first official duty in Washing- 
ton was to attend the conference 
with the Labor Department. In- 
cidentally, this was a closed meet- 
ing to which only those originally 
invited were admitted, newspaper 
men being excluded 

The purpose of the conference 
was, of course, relief of the gen- 
eral distress throughout the coun- 
try and the following outline of 
recommendations submitted by the 
representatives of the American 
Federation of Labor and the rail- 
road brotherhoods, prepared at a 
meeting of A. F. of L. leaders 
prior to the Dept. of Labor Con- 
ference, will give a good idea of 
the territory covered: 

Unemployment and Relief 

The problem of Unemployment 
and Unemployment Relief should 
be approached from two distinct 
and definite points. 


1. Congress should make an 
appropriation of an amount of 


money sufficient to meet the urgent 
relief needs caused by continued 
unemployment. 

Hunger and distress have be- 
come so wide-spread and have in- 
creased to the point where we be- 
lieve that no less than one billion 

















Glover Sends 
Letter Telling 


One of the striking things that 
always held the attention of Presi- 


|dent Behncke during his Associa- 
'tion contacts with the former sec- 


ond assistant postmaster, Mr. Ir- 
ving Glover, was the cartoon re- 
produced above. This drawing en- 
titled, “TEAMWORK” occupied a 
conspicuous place on the wall next 
to Mr. Glover’s desk. 

Because of its simple and direct 
story, President Behncke believed 
that it would be good material for 
THE AIR LINE PILOT. Accord- 
ingly, a letter was dispatched to 
Mr. Glover asking permission to 
use the drawing. This request was 
granted immediately and Mr. 
Glover, also, sent the following let- 
er: 

Dear Mr. Behncke: 


Have not been unmindful of 
your kind favor of the 11th instant, 
but have been out of town for a 
few days and then it took me a 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 3) 


Recommendations for 


Green Presents Labor’s 
Economic Relief Measures 
Praise of Pilot Leaders of National ond International Unions Adopt 


Roosevelt’s Unemploy- 


ment Conference 


Washington, D C.—The con-|transmission to Roosevelt who was 


dollars should be appropriated for 
relief purposes and that said 


~|amount should be made available 


to the states and local communities 
at the earliest possible date. 

Feeding of hungry, distressed 
men, women and children consti- 
tutes an emergency as great as the 
financial situation. 

2. A huge public works program 
should be launched and inaugurat- 
ed as quickly as possible. Public 
building construction, road con- 
struction, the elimination of grade 
crossings, flood control, reforesta- 


ference on unemployment relief | drafting his general program for|tion, soil erosion, reclamation and 


convened here by President Roose- 
| velt approved in general the recom- 
|mendations submitted by William 


Federation of Labor. 


The recommendations had re- 
|ceived the endorsement of the rep- 
|resentatives of the national and 
|international labor unions affiliated 


|with the American Federation of 


|Labor and the representatives of; 


\the railroad brotherhoods, who con- 
|sidered the program at a meeting 
,of the labor representatives con- 
vened by Mr. Green to meet in the 
A. F. of L. Building the day pre- 
ceding the conference. 

The conference was held at the 
Department of Labor Building un- 
der the chairmanship of Secretary 
of Labor Frances Perkins who said 
it was an effort to secure the views 
of the conference members for 





|unemployment relief. 
Labor on Relief Boards 


; : Miss Perkins declared that in the 
Green, President of the American' administration of unemployment | 


|relief labor should be represented : 
|on State relief boards and should | ©°Uragement 


tive standards concerning 


relief works. 
Feed the Hungry 


cost the 





(Continued on Page 5, Col. 5) 


Mr. Green told the labor leaders, 
sociologists and economists make- 
up the conferende that the millions | tive 
of hungry should be fed even if it 
Federal Government a 
billion dollars to do it, and that a 


other governmental projects de- 
|signed to supply work for those 
who are unemployed. 

This public works program 
should be supplemented by the en- 
of self - liquidating 


participate in setting administra- | Projects, such as slum clearances, 
the | housing and the building of tun- 
amount of relief allowed, the items |"¢!s and bridges and all other self- 
in the budgets to be covered by | liquidating projects which are prac- 
these grants, the eligibility of ap-| tical and feasible. 
plicants, provision for the home-| 
less and transient, types of work 
relief projects and rates of pay on 


Shorter Hours As a Means of 
Further Employment 

The American Federation of 
Labor urges the application of the 
six-hour day and five-day week in 
both public and private employ- 
ment as a practical and construc- 
remedy for unemployment. 
This economic reform is made ne- 
cessary because of technical 
changes, the mechanization of in- 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4) 
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ORGANIZATION 


Early history of mankind tells of man’s origin from a 
single being, and with the evolution of the human race 
comes the definite and concrete story of organization. It 
is, indeed, a lesson that may be traced, step by step, 
through the Bible and ancient history, up to the present 
time. 

From the beginning, no measure of success whether 
it be great or small, has ever been attained by man with- 
out the effective force of uniform action brought about 
through organization. The degree of organization attests 
the amount of success. This is true of nations and armies, 
and one of the greatest examples of concentrated effort is 
continued in the World War, when a comparatively small 
group of well organized nations were able, for quite a 
period, to withstand the shock of the armies of the uni- 
verse. 

This constitutes a powerful illustration of the power 
of organization and the utter helplessness of unorganized 
humanity. 

It has often been said that it is impossible to organize 
certain classes of people because of individualistic tenden- 
cies. Airplane pilots have been placed in this category. 
Nevertheless, leaders have sprung up, among them, and 
have challenged this theory. 





organization. 


However, when leaders appeared from their own) 


ranks, the impelling power for creating what is now the 
ALPA, was furnished. 


|opportunity to publicly thank him 


|It is then the speeding mail 


| A trail of mystery to me, 








NEWS NOTES FROM THE COUNCILS 





COUNCIL No. 3 
At the request of THE AIR | 


|LINE PILOT, W. G. Golien has/and the lightweight summer suit. 
submitted another splendid poem, | He says it is comfortable now that 
|entitled “Trails in the Ether”. | 


THE AIR LINE PILOT is pub-| 
lishing Golien’s latest work in this| 


issue, and would like to take this 


for the same. The editor sincerely 
hopes that Golien will continue to 
be a regular contributor. 

Golien flies the night mail be- 
tween Kansas City and Albuquer- 
que. 

TRAILS IN THE ETHER 

By W. G. GOLIEN 
When all the sky is laden 

With dark clouds hanging low; | 
When the beacon lights have faded 

And it’s zero, zero down below. 
When Nature’s combined opposi- 

tion 

Creates a man-sized proposition, 








Hurries along an Ether Trail. 





New magic of our modern day. | 
Nothing you or I can see, | 
Yet it plainly marks the way. 
Tracing an airy trail across the} 

sky, 
Unsteady as the night winds 
surge and high 
It’s guiding call, now clear, then 
dim, 
Plaything of the Earth’s mag- 
netic whim. 


To the Pilot flying blind 
It’s the one remaining tie that 
binds 
Himself and plane, to earth and 
kind. 
When the ethereal flight is done 
And he’s reached the “silent cone” 
That marks his port, near home, 
This swift courier of the mail 
Whispers softly, “Thank you! 
Ether Trail’’. 


By SAM CARSON 
No. 28 
Spring must be here. Our line 
has changed from the winter bases, 
to the summer operations bases. In 
Milwaukee, to the Milwaukee Har- 
bor, and at Detroit, to the Detroit 








Innumerable attempts at or-|urated the first air mail service 
ganization had been made by non-pilots, but naturally | from down-town Milwaukee to 


these failed, despite the so apparent need for a pilots’) down-town Detroit, each terminal | 
P PP P |being only five minutes from the| AIR LINE PILOT Miss Sally Alyce 


|River. On the same date, inaug- 





‘aia 
|main post office. 


; Pilot R. E. Pickering took the 
| first run westbound, and I took 
the first run eastbound. Due to this 


Slowly but surely, the pilots pushed their infant or-| change in schedule and operations 


ganization forward until they decided to co-operate with 
the balance of the workers of this country by affiliating 
with the American Federation of Labor. 


| base, I had to move to Detroit, so 
| I packed up my extra shirt and the 


However, with] other pair of socks, and moved 


all of this, it is still vital that one be thoroughly educated | down with Pat Gossett. 


in the real meaning of associated efforts to offset the lazy | 


beliefs that after an organization is set up, it should carry 
on indefinitely and perpetually. This, of course, is impos- 


sible as organized effort demands continuous endeavor, | 


and this must come from the membership, not in the form 
of minor criticisms but rather as constructive suggestions. 

The heads of the Air Line Pilots Association have 
spent considerable time in perfecting a system of Associa- 
tion government, which makes it possible for any member 
to be heard as quickly and as effectively as he chooses. 
Still, there is an occasional individual, who neglects to 
bring his criticisms or suggestions to the attention of the 
properly functioning bodies, his Council, who in turn, if 
the matter is serious, can call the attention of the Central 
Executive Committee, but goes along preaching his resent- 
ments to any and all who will listen. 

Ardor should always be expended for the accomp- 
lishment of some good and should forever be in the right 
direction. 

The ALPA has 31 councils, representing with but one 
exception, the pilots of every air line and division in the 
country. These pilots are in constant communication with 
the Central Executive Council through the medium of 
their local councils, and 100% organization means that 
when one has a complaint or suggestion to make that it be 
put in writing and submitted to the local council for con- 
sideration. If, the subject is of sufficient importance, the 
council may be directed to forward the matter to the Cen- 
tral Executive Council. 

Do not let it be said that we are our worst enemies, 
but let us go forward as a complete unit, organized for the 
mutual benefit of every member. 

ONCE AN ALPA ALWAYS AN ALPA! 

It is time to place tolerance and a more complete 
understanding of one another ahead of individualism and 
selfishness. 

ORGANIZATION IS THE FUNDAMENTAL PRIN- 
CIPLE OF CIVILIZATION. 


For the past six months, we 
|have had the very good luck to 
|operate almost a 100% schedule 
|over Lake Michigan. Our passen- 
|ger business held up remarkably 
| well during the winter months, and 
the express service has steadily 
improved. There has been very 
few days that we didn’t get across. 
Last fall, we watched the lake 
change from moderately calm, to 
very rough, and saw all the big 
lake boats disappear, with the ex- 
ception of the Wisconsin and 
Michigan passenger boat, Missouri; 
and the carferries, which operate 
all winter, weather eprmitting. For 
almost four weeks we flew over 
them, when they were stuck in the 
ice, a few miles out from Grand 
Haven. At times the ice was solid 
for about fifteen miles frem shore. 
It varied from almost smooth at 
times, to big jagged heaps, that 
were piled up by the wind and 
waves after a warm spell. In the 
channel at Grand Haven, it was 
reported to be frozen to the bot- 
tom. Authorities said it was the 
worst they have seen in -many 
years, but that is all over now. The 
ice is almost all gone, the lake has 
calmed down and the snow has all 
disappeared. The Sand Dunes are 
getting green in places, which is a 
beautiful sight for the pilots and 
copilots who have had to look 
down at them, all covered with 
snow during the winter. Yes, I 
guess spring is here, because Pat 
Gossett has changed from his heavy 
winter flying suit, to one that he 





'Mr. and Mrs. Murl Estes to cheer 


promoted somewhere, which is a 
cross between the fur lined heavy, 


it is getting warm. He should 
know. You should hear him during 
the winter. He never gets warm. 





By CARL F. LUETHI 
No. 1 

The extension of Northwest Air- 
ways, Inc., mail and passenger 
service from Mandan, No. Dakota 
to Billings, Montana, started a 
westward movement of pilots 
which recalled the days of the 
covered wagons. Bill Straith and 
“Woody” Kelch formed the ad- 
vance guard and opened the line 
east and westbound respectively. 
No hostilities on the part of sav- 
ages was reported so the wagon 
trains commenced to roll. Dick 
Pears, Hugh Rueschenberg, and 
Al Olson were to fly this run and 
Dick was the first immigrant. He 
drove out from Chicago and his 
only difficulty was in crossing a 
washout east of Glendive. Al like- 
wise made the trip without trouble. 

Hugh, on the other hand, per- 
formed the trek in a really big 
way. As any of his brother pilots 
will feelingly inform you, Hugh is 
an ardent exponent of steam power 
and will enlarge upon the subject 
at great length to anyone unable 
to escape his oratory. As a reserve 
pilot in Minneapolis, his avocation 
and delight was to don a pair of 
coveralls and disappear for days at 
a time within the internal regions 
of a Stanley steam car. Therefore, 
upon transfer to Billings, he hook- 
ed the steamer to the rear end of 
his Chrysler, loaded them up with 
his family, their personal effects, 
and three steam engines in a more 
or less fragmentary state, and de- 
parted westward in a cloud of dust 
and a faint odor of Luber-Tone. 

The three pilots are well settled 
on their new run and are hopefully 
awaiting the opening of the trout 
season in the Montana mountains 


By H. L. SMITH 
No. 32 
While we don’t have much to 
pass on as news items the follow- 
ing might do: 
“Since the last issue of THE 





Estes has arrived at the home of 


and entertain them. 
“WwW. J. Griffith, Jr. recently 
joined the ranks of the benedicts 
when Miss Corinne Pergrin be- 
came his immediate supervisor.” 
The above in response to your 
special delivery dated April 21 
with reference to news items. 


By CLARENCE W. HUDSON 
No. 12 

On March fifteenth our monthly 
{social dinner was held as usual at 
the Newark Athletic Club. Our 
committee sprung a surprise on 
their fellow-members by inviting 
Messrs. Kenney, Diamond and Eels 
as guest speakers. These gentlemen 
are quite active and devoted to the 
field of Aeronautical Research. 
Those who were fortunate enough 
to be present were treated to a 
first-hand theoretical and practical 
explanation of the new radio land- 
ing beam that is now installed at 
the Newark Airport. As a result 
of this discussion, association mem- 
bers were extended a cordial in- 
vitation to fly in the specially- 
equipped airplane, and witness the 
actual operation of the beam. The 
enthusiastic and untiring efforts 
of committee members deserve 
special commendation for the suc- 
cess of these social functions. 
As a special feature our old 
friend, Cy Caldwell, was invited to 
speak at our dinner for the month 
of April. Arrangements were 
changed at the last minute, so that 
we met on the seventeenth. It was 
gratifying to note that attendance 
was not effected. The evening was 
spent in discussing some interest- 
ing and very new angles of the 
aviation and piloting profession. 
By a queer quirk in the arrange- 
ments, the discussion was accom- 





from the ballroom in the next 
room. Don’t believe the committee 
had planned this added feature, 
for I noticed no extra charge. I 
feel sure that there is evidence 
that these dinners are growing in 
favor, and I sincerely hope I am 
not mistaken. 

One of the oustanding develop- 
ments in this council has been the 
belated arrival of the new Boeing 
247 airliner. Numbers of council 
members have had the opportunity 
of flying this ship already. I feel 
sure that we all agree that this 
ship is a large step in the direction 
of progress, but also, that we all 
have a great deal to learn about 
its application to air line flying. 


By PAT NOLAN 
No. 26 

Mr Dorrell (our Chairman) and 
Mrs. Dorrell left on vacation the 
first of April. The last we heard 
from them they were in New 
Mexico. 
Sig Varian arrived back from 
California (his vacation). He spent 
an extra week in Eagle Pass; it is 
alleged that he suffered from 
ptomaine poisoning. 
Charlie Drayton spent a two 
month’s vacation in Mexico and 
California. He and Herb Craft of 
P. A. T. renewed old acquaint- 
ances. It is reported that Charlie 
fell off a box the other day, while 
inspecting a motor, and as a result 
cracked a rib. 
Nearly all our boys are horti- 
culturists or are interested in farm- 
ing. Harold Gray and Paschal are 
the potato kings of the valley. 


By R. R. PARSHALL 
No. 13 


Lee Duncan has been running a 
series of tests with his new Chrys- 
ler Sedan between home and the 
field. It’s just five miles, and Lee 
claims that Mrs. Duncan can time 
the soft boiled eggs now by drop- 
ping them in the water when he 
takes off for home. Make mine 
medium boiled Lee, when you ask 
me for breakfast. 
Times have certainly changed 
with this new fast equipment. It 
used to be customary for the field 
clerk to call the pilot due out when 
his mail was fifty miles away. 
Now it’s a good idea to be called 
about the time the mail is being 
tied out in Chicago, and at that 
you’re lucky to be at the field in 
time to go a couple of rounds with 
the local weather man and figure 
out whether the bird who is giving 
you zero zero up the line is re- 
cording his mentality or actual 
ceiling. 

Several of the pilots are con- 
sidering moving to Carter Lake 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


































“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.” 


Iu Constant Memoriam 
Andert, Paul A; zBAT West 








Bigelow, Ed.—Varney 
Bowen, J. E.—T. & W. A. 

ses 
Briggs, Francis, W.—AA South 
Brock, Wm. S.—Waiting List 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 

s* 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 

s*#s 
George, Hal—TWA 

sess 
Hill, George W.—T. A. C. 

ses 
Kelsey, Harold J.—AA South 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. ye A 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington 
Malick, Forrest E.—NAT East 
Montee, Ralph—T. & W. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—BAT West 
Robbins, Wm, J. B—AA South 
Rousch, Chas. WV,—Northwest 
Rust, F. H.—TAC 

ses 
Sandblom, J. vs? 
Sharpnack, J. W—BAT West 
Swanson, Axel—AA Universal 
Vance, Claire K.—B. A. T. 

ses 





Wheaton, Harold H.—B. A. T. 








panied by sound effects emanating 
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A COLUMN 


A leading western rail executive states in a telegraph story from 
San Francisco appearing in the April 9th issue of the Chicago Herald 
and Examiner that he believes in creation of a giant aviation corpora- 
tion which would operate throughout the United States and would be 
controlled by the railroads. 

“There is no use for the railroads to try and wish that the avia- 
tion industry were out of existence. It is here to stay,’ he said. 

British railways have already taken steps along these lines and the 
Great Western Railway Company has announced its intention to start 
a daily air service across the Bristol Channel, between Cardiff, Wales, 
and Torquay in South Devon. Three-engined, six-seat planes, painted 
to simulate the company’s parlor cars, are to be operated for it by the 
Imperial Airways. 


+ 








Louis D. Barr, of Piedmont, N. C., possesses one of the world’s 
oldest airmail letters, a communication sent out sixty-three years ago 
in a balloon during the 1870 siege of Paris. 

During the siege communication was effected between Paris and 
the provinces by means of balloons, which were sent up with the hope 
that they would be recovered in a province not besieged. 

The letter was sent to Mrs. Amelia de Camp, grandmother of 
Barr, by her brother, Dr. Ernest B. Loud, of Paris. 





DUCKS CLOSE FIELD 

Recently, the Patterson Aviation Field, United States Air Corps 
speed course at Dayton, was closed because 3,000 ducks took a liking 
to the field during their flight north. 

In one phase of tests for military planes, it is necessary to fly at 
low altitudes at high speeds, and because of the danger of a plane 
striking one of the birds and causing an accident, orders were issued 
cancelling all speed tests until the ducks pushed on. 





AIR MAIL IS ECONOMICAL 

According to Max Schling, the florist, air mail was responsible for 
a reduction in price for Easter flowers. Fast air deliveries kept pace 
with the market demands and the result was the lowest price in twenty 
years for Easter blooms. 

S. S. Cook, New York amateur pilot, landing at Hollister, Cal., 
after a flight from New York to Florida to Los Angeles, said that his 
total expenses had been $66. Transcontinental travel by airplane is 
cheaper than driving the family flivver. 





NEW WORLD RECORDS 

The International Aeronautic Federation discarded more than 100 
world air records when it put into effect a new set of record books. 
Seven major world records which still stand are: 

Altitude: Professor Piccard and Max Cosyns, August 18, 1932, 
16,201 meters in free balloon. 

Speed: Flight Lieutenant G. H. Stainforth, Great Britain, 655 
kilometers an hour. 

Duration (with refueling): John and Kenneth Hunter, United 
States, June 11 to July 4, 1930, 533 hours, 41 minutes. 

Duration (without refueling): H. Kaulen, Germany, 87 hours. 

Distance (straight-line): Russell N Boardman and John Polando, 
United States, New York to Istanbul, 8,065 kilometers. 

(Note—The supposed straight-line distance record of Squadron 
leader C. B. Gavford and Tieutenant G. E. Nicholetts, of Great Brit- 
ain, who flew from J ondon to Cape Town, South Africa, in February, 
has not yet been credited by the federation. If recognized, it will sup- 
plant the Boardman-Polando record). ; 

Distance (broken-line with refueling): Lieutenants Lowell Smith 
and J. P. Richter, United States, August, 19238, 5,300 kilometers. 

Distance (broken-line without refueling): Bossoutrot and Rossi, 
France, March, 1932, 10,601 kilometers. 


BRINGS HAPPINESS 


C. B. McMahan, an airplane pilot, who patrols a natural gas pipe- 
line between St. Louis and Monroe, La., manages to bring a little 
pleasure into the isolated lives of some of the poverty stricken families 
in Missouri, Arkansas and Louisiana. 

McMahon flies low over their homes and drops them bundles of 
magazines and papers. 


GAS AND OIL CONSUMPTION 

Civil and Government aircraft in the United States consumed 
54,431 gallons of gasoline and 1,568,928 gallons of oil in 1932, accord- | 
ing to reports received by the Aeronautics Branch of the Department 
of Commerce, Col. Clarence M. Young, Assistant Secretary of Com- | 
merce for Aeronautics, announced today. 

Aircraft flying in civil operations consumed 33,980,547 gallons 
of gasoline and 1,113,165 gallons of oil. Of these amounts scheduled 
air transport services used 23,686,948 gallons of gasoline and 702,021 
callors of oil. For aircraft operating in miscellaneous flying the con-) 
sumption amounted to 10,298,599 gallons of gasoline and 411,744 gal-| 
lons of oil. 

Government aircraft, which include those used by the Army Air| 
Corps. Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, the United States Coast Guard | 
and the Aeronautics Branch of the Department of Commerce, con- | 
sumed 20,077,884 gallons of gasoline and 455,763 gallons of oil. 





Aviation corporation and subsidiaries earned a profit of $14,- 
805.68 during the month of March, according to a statement made by 
L. B. Manning, president, at a directors meeting in Chicago. 

This was the first net profit in the organization’s history. 


POLICE ARE AIRMINDED 
Detective sergeants William Drury and John Howe are two of 
Chicago’s airminded policemen. They frequently make trips across 
the country for prisoners via the airliner. : : 
Drury says that the airliner is more economical and there is less 
chance for a prisoner to escape. 


ITALIAN FLIGHT READY 
May 24th is the tentative date set by Gen. Italo Balbo for the 
take-off of the Italian air armada on a mass flight across the Atlantic 
Ocean from Italy to the World’s Fair, Chicago. The date is also the 
18th anniversary of Italy’s entrance into the World War. Forty-eight 
planes will start on the flight. 





O’BRIEN ARTICLE 
Pilot Jack O’Brien wrote an article on blind flying which appeared 
in the last issue of THE AIR LINE PILOT, and we would like to tell 
Mr. O’Brien that he has received much favorable comment for the 
manner in which he treated his subject. 
How about sending us another story? 


United Air Lines recently rushed a head amplifier to a motion 
picture theatre at Jacksboro, Texas, and enabled the show to go on. 

The trip was made from Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico 
between night and morning. This rush shipment prevented the theatre 


from facing a three-day closing. —M. A. RODDY. 
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‘chalant, however (maybe he lit a} 
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“Cy” Bittner has at last parted 
| with his powder blue WACO in fa- 
;vor of a Monocoupe. He and the 
'Mrs. plan to do some exploring 
during vacation time somewhere in 
|the southwest. 

| “Ed” Weatherdon or is it 
| (Major yet) believes in exercising 
|a la bicycle and it’s not the type 
built for two. 

| Byron “Pop”? Warner, has been 
|been transferred from Buffalo as 
Station head man to the Boston- 
New York run based at Newark 
| We are all happy to have “Pop” 
back in the regular pilot run again. 
Sure went big with the Station! 
crew at Buffalo as he was pre- 
sented a smart smoking outfit by| 
them on being transferred. 

Johnnie Deater, formerly New- | 
ark-Montreal pilot and later Asst. | 
Wivision Supt. on Route 10, has| 
been placed on the regular Boston- | 
New York run. Johnnie has just| 
recovered from an attack of Scar-| 
let fever. | 

Albany has lost its red hot Sta-)| 
tion Manager for the time being 
as Fred Clark has been transferred , 
to Newark as Reserve pilot at that 
base. 

Rav Wonsev and Dean Smith 
have been in Cleveland during the 
past week becoming familiar with 
the new Condors to be placed in 
service shortly. 

“Pie”? Swanson at Boston spends 
his spare time at woodworking 
and we mean he is a real artist 
at it. 
Under the guidance of our com-| 
petent Chairman Veblen, the Coun- | 
cil work is going on smoothly. In 
snite of the large area and diver- | 
sified runs covered by this Council | 
we manage to get most of our 
Councilmen together at the regu-| 
lar meetings. It is regretted that 
;/more of our members are unable 
to attend the monthly get-togethers | 
!with the members of other Coun-| 
eils at the Newark A. C. but it is| 
due to the fact that there are only 
four members based at Newark 
roenlarly 





By LA MAR NELSON, 
No. 4 

Since we last appeared in print, | 
things on the west coast have run | 
|along about like an Ingersoll, ex- | 
|cept that we had an earthquake, | 
resulting in some of the pilots ex- | 
| posing themselves to the neighbor- 
| hood in less than the latest bathing 
costumes. One of our number, 
claimed to be undisturbed and non- 


| Murad) and prated the fact, that| 


he even took time in dressing to| 
select a shirt and tie to match. | 
Imagine his chagrin when the | 
neighbors 


reminded him that he 


So far as we know the A.L.P.A. | 
of T. & W. A. in California sus- | 
tained no injuries except to their 
dignitv—which, as Einstein avers, 





and Jack Walsh | 


Harlan Hull 
have swapped runs and abodes. 
Harlan now is domiciled in Kansas 
| City and flies from there to Albu- 
aquerque, while Jack has added his 
j}manly physique to the improve- 
ment of the Los Angeles area— 
jand flies from there to Frisco and 
| Albuquerque — when he isn’t re- 
viewing bathing beauties, bur-| 
;lesques and second-hand Lincolns. | 

L. (“Herman”) Hoblit, erst- 
; while super copilot of the Pacific 
| Division, has proved the Horatio 
| Alger theory and by dint of 
| “earnest effort, loyalty and unusual 
|merit”’, earned himself a promotion 
|to first pilot. He is now assigned 
|to the job formerly so efficiently 
| filled by Hal Snead, as instrument 
flying instructor, and is domiciled 
in Kansas City. Hal “Aizanen’”’ 
Snead, is flying runs out of K. C. 
| He is qualifying himself for Presi- 
dent—of the “Non - shifting Beam 
Society”. 

We solicit the further support 
of A. L. P. A. in obtaining the air 
|mail medal for Eddie Bellande (of 
the T. W. A. Fire Department — 
yes, he sleeps in his underwear) 
for his job in setting a burning 
ship down at Bakersfield without 
serious injury to any of his eight 
passengers. 








Secretary Perkins’ administration | 


|for it is a question as to whether 


Behncke Checks Over Air 
Mail Situation in Capitol 


Howes Contacted Following Conference of Secretary 
Perkins 





(Continued from Page 3) would work out something like this. 
ent. Other noted leaders spoke It; Nine million dollars, for example, 
was impossible not to realize the would be appropriated for the 
utter helplessness of disorganized | ¢@?rying of air mail. Eight million 
workers and the tremendous bene- | would be appropriated for air mail 

subsidy, an amount which even the 


fits to be derived from organized 2 f : 

effort. The only workers repre- | everest critics of air mail could 
sented were those who had or-|S8carcely find objectionable when 
ganized. Through the medium of all benefits are considered includ- 
this conference, the workers were|ing National Defense. When vol- 
brought into direct contact with;¥me increases, as we all know 
the Government, which was in this| it will, the nine million for revenue 
manner acquainted with working|Teceived would increase and the 
conditions throughout the country ¢imht million absolute subsidy 


land shown what can be done to Would be reduced by reason there- 


of the Of. This is no more than good 


alleviate the difficulties ; 
business, and places appropriations 


workers. |* ‘ D 
In conclusion, Secretary Perkins |i" their true light. 

proclaimed her intention of pur-| Mr. Mead suggested that we call 
suing an active and progressive | °" Mr. Kellv to exnlain our pro- 
program for the Department of, Posals. Mr. Kellv proved agreeable, 
Labor. promising to make the proposed 
baie Dentement Chee ‘changes in his bill. He will en- 
Pilots’ Briefs deavor to have it considered emer- 


ency legislation. 

After the conference, I had a ° Kelly to Ask Additi £ 
few moments with Miss Perkins} = M ai cl ation © 
during which I gave her a brief We dis a te nelle f th 
summary of the pilots’ circum-: yj ee aka roe ee ae Nae 
stances and presented her with a! 1 rf ill which is now being west 
copy of “The Truth About Pilote’|1> by te A. L. P. A This addi- 
Pay”. At the direction of the Con- ‘tional section will provide that the 


tral Executive Council, I had pre- | Perators recognize and negotiate 


pared additional briefs covering: |with their piloting pers bie 
(1) Methods of Representation __| through elected representatives on 
Settlement of Disputes. ‘each division. Mr. Kelly promised 
(2) Unemployment Relief Mea-| *° do everything possible to bring 
pe about inclusion of this clause in 

(3) Industrial Safety and the new air mail act. 
donk Deniniiom. The importance of these moves 
(4) Air Pilots and Workmew’s cannot be over-estimated. Emer- 
gency legislation was thereby 


Compensation Laws. 
(5) Permanent Improvement of created and put under way to gov- 
ern the air mail on a basis that 


Labor Standards. : 

(6) Radio waivers for Alien| should make it largely self-support- 
Pilots now employed on, in at the end of four or five years, 
American Air Lines. without drastic reductions of sal- 

aries or discontinuance of lines es- 


I feel we will receive every pus- : : 
sible help and consideration from = to a complete airways sys- 
e 


the Department of Labor under! 


Acci- 


Post Office Support Sought 
The next step was to impress 
the Post Office Department with 
the feasibility of this program. We 
explained to the Postal officials the 
value of new legislation which, 
we believe, should put air mail 
on a sound basis, eventually mak- 
ing it self-supporting, without ne- 


25% Cut in Air Mail Planned 

At the Post Office Department, 
I found Earl Wadsworth, Superin- 
tendent of Air Mail under the old 
administration, carrying on nobly 
despite the strain of uncertainty, 


or not he will be retained. Wads- Se : i 
worth acquainted me with some | Cessitating the 25% slashing of 
startling facts and it was then I ion = a str to he 
had my leave extended for another | — = ae collapse the 
| country’s airways. 


three days. Postmaster General 


The air mail has been running James A 


os 
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a program requiring some $20,- 
000,000 to finance. The Post Office 
now has $15,000,000 appropriated. 
Therefore, a cut was planned 
whereby a 25% reduction would 
be instituted, either by doing away 
with 25% of the air lines (route 
mileage) or 25% of the schedules. 
The cut was not to be uniform— 
reductions were to be based on the 
need of the service. If this cut 
were carried out as planned, 25% 
of our members would become un- 
employed. 
Air Mail Act May Be Made 
Emergency Law 

A two hour conference with 
Congressman James Mead resulted 
in the conclusion that new legisla- 
tion is essential if the air mail is to 
be saved anywhere near its present 
scope, and the only way such a 
law can be passed in time to help 
the situation is to bring it under 
the head of “emergency legisla- 
tion’’. 

Careful analysis of the Kelly 
Bill (H. R. 8) disclosed that, 
with amendments, it could be ap- 
plied to the present air mail situa- 
tion so that cost of operations 
would have a good chance of being 
brought somewhere near the $15,- 
000,000 appropriated by Congress 
for the purpose. 

Congressman Mead made an ex- 
cellent suggestion—that money ex- 
pended for air mail be appropriat- 
ed under two separate funds; one 
the amount equal to expected re- 
turn in revenue; the other an out- 
right subsidy. Formerly, the 
amounts appropriated for air mail 
have been looked on as absolute 
subsidies, whereas about half has 
actually been returned to the Gov- 


Farley has placed the air mail un- 

der supervision of W. W. Howes. 

The Postmaster himself has not as 

yet made any intersive study of 

‘air mail. Mr. Howes, who appears 

to be a fine man, has expressed a 

;most co-operative attitude. 

Listed below are a few of the 
points taken up with Mr. Howes: 

1. The pilots want to see the air 
mail service placed upon a sound 
basis as rapidly as may be pos- 
sible with continued employ- 
ment. 

. Postage rates of 5c, a 2c post- 
card, and a 8c folder envelope 
weighing one-sixth of an ounce, 
will lead to much more revenue 

. Strict audits of the carrier:’ 
accounts by the Post Office De- 
partment. 
In the meantime, neither route 
mileage or schedules should be 
cut Drastic action should be 
deferred pending an audit. 
New legislation should be push- 
ed at once. With the service on 
a new and sounder legislative 
basis, could not a deficiency ap- 
propriation be obtained during 
the next fiscal year if absolutely 
necessary to maintain the serv- 
ice? 
If sacrifices must be made by all, 
the pilots are willing to bear 
their share of the burden; but 
they insist that the operators 
open their books and prove real 
losses before asking pilots to 
take a cut. 


I pleaded with Mr. Howes for a 
“new deal” in air mail, the theme 
of my argument was that the 
emergency must be bridged and 
that no real good, but on the cor- 
trary inestimable harm, could be 


4. 


5. 


6. 





ernment in revenue In practice, it 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 
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DIARY OF THE FLYING FAMILY CONCLUDED 








Synopsis of Second 
Chapter of Alley Flight 


In the last issue, Mr. Alley 
expressed the wish that some of 
the air mail pilots could have 
been along on the trip, as he 
| would have felt better. 
| Mr. Alley tells of the resump- 
tion of the trip, and how weath- 
er has forced them down to a 
| 100 foot altitude. It is at this 
point, that we resume the story. 





/PLANEDOWN 


AND FAMILY 
IS RESCUED 


Lord Talbot Continues) * 


Search and Finally Locates 
Marooned Party 


By NORMAN ALLEY 
(Copyright By Norman Alley) 
(Continued from Last Issue) 
We 
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flying 
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Labor Leader Submits Eco- 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
|huge public works program should 
| be inaugurated to provide jobs for 
| unemployed. 

| He emphasized the imperative 
|necessity of the six-hour day and 
| five-day week to minimize unem- 
|ployment and stressed the equally 
| imperative necessity of high wages 
|to increase mass buying power. 
Organized labor’s program, he said, 
included unemployment insurance, 
mortgage relief for home owners, 
immediate enactment of the Child 
Labor amendment to the Federal 
Constitution, stringent enforce- 
ment of immigration laws, national 
economic planning to raise living 
standards, the dismissal wage, and 
the establishment of a Federal bu- 
reau to compile data as to avail- 
able work, wage earners income 
and standards for economic poli- 


cies. 





In addition organized labor in- 
sisted on wider Government con- 


berg—they are brutes for size, 
| we can see of them is the bulky | 
rt under the fog but they must 
several hundred feet high. It’s 
too tight now to turn around and 
only a question of minutes before 
» will have to attempt a forced 
nding. Almost impossible to see 
head of us and we will take plenty | 


f chance of hitting one of these | 
» cakes by landing — However, 
ere we go—Joe pulled the throt- | 
tles back and we’re down almost| 
the water—just as we were to| 

it, Joe pushed the gas ahead and | 
continue on a few hundred | 
ex-| 

tremely rough and he is choosing | 
bit of lee behind a huge berg} 


yards more. The water is 


1ere it might be quieter. We land 
jumping from one swell to an- 


other and luckily nothing seems to | 


ve been punctured. 
Plane Down 


We are about 142 miles off shore 
and plenty of ice in between. Pete 
looks the situation over and after 
determining our approximate posi- 
tion gives Jerry a message to send 

Jerry got through to the radio 
station at Anmagsalik and they re- 
layed the S O S to the only ship in 
the region with a wireless aboard— 

Lord Talbot. Immediately 
afterwards our radio went out due 
to water coming in. The sea was 
breaking well over our top wing by 
now. We are taxiing around in be- 
tween hundreds of big icebergs for 
hour and a half when one of 
wing pontoons was punctured. 
This meant beaching the plane im- 
mediately. However, the off shore 
wind was so strong it was a difficult 


th 


job to get the ship turned around | 
1d shoreward even with full rud-| 
der and one motor pushing Finally | 


Hutch yelled to me to climb out on 
the left wing and act as a sort of 


} human anchor, which I did and the 


- shi ) 


came around toward shore. I 
W drenched through trying to 


} hold on against the sea and wind 


as we taxied inshore. We reached 
a point a few yards from a pre- 
cipitous rock formation as_ the 
motors went out. The ship began 


» to turn out again and I jumped off 


the tail section into the water with 
the rope. It was a wet task getting 
to the rock with the rope, and a 


» Strenuous one, trying to secure the 


ron 


there, 


onto anything after getting 
A few moments later Pete 


} jumped ashore and we both were 
5 oh) 


adie 


to tie the rope around a rag- 
ged rock end. By this time the 
left wing was going down and the 
next few minutes were used to 
get Mrs. H. and the girls ashore 
which we accomplished without 
them getting drenched. 
Crew Marooned 

The ship stayed afloat for about 
12 minutes during which time we 
got off all food, fuel and clothing 


Possible, together with such movie 


~ 


* 


ed 


% ¥ 4 
2 


* 
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Photo By Norman Alley. 


This remarkable picture was taken by Norman Alley, ace of flying cameramen, as members of 


| the Flying Family were being taken aboard the Lord Talbot. Alley says that had not Captain Watson con- 
| tinued his search, there would have been NO picture and a different story. 








films as were handy. Hutchinson|Glover Pledges Continued 
covering used to cover one of the} 


motors was salvaged and although 
circular in shape and only wet can- 
vas, served to keep some of the 
cold blast off the family as they 
layed down. Some pieces of Eskimo 
fur which I had bought at different 
points came in handy in covering 
the girls. 
Take Bearings 

During the morning Pete and 
Joe went down to the wreck and 
managed to cut off the fabric from 
the top wing panel of the plane 
, which was still showing above wa- 
| ter. With this they covered the 
|crevice we used for a camp and 
kept out more of the weather. 
| Pete and I started out at day- 
|\light to try and orient our position 
|exactly. We walked to the other 
|side of the mountain and learned 
|then that we were on an island. 
|In addition we knew finally that we 
| were several miles from our given 
radio position. We had a meeting 
that P. M. and decided to try and 
rig up a pontoon boat of some sort 
from the gas tanks if we could sal- 
vage them—Our only chance seem- 
ed to depend on our being able to 
fish and build up a reserve food 
and fuel supply. Impossible almost 





| but at least a definite plan to oc-| 


|cupy our minds 

Hutch stood aft in the hatch 
| holding an anchor in his hands all 
during this time; finally jumping 
ashore. 

The crew foraged about and lo- 
cated a split rock about a quarter 
/mile from the spot we came ashore 


|vaged goods—Janet Lee showed a 


|marvelous amount of stamina and 
‘courage for a girl her age — she! 


Co-operation With ALPA 


(Continued from Page 1) 
day or so to have a photostat made 
of it, and am enclosing same to 
you now, and glad to send it to 
you for your use. 

As you know, I am out of the 
Department, and one of my great- 
est assets, I take with me, is the 
friendships made, and among the 








was right along doing everything 
her small frame would allow in try- 
ing to help get necessities done. 
Katherine came down with a hard 
cold, and Mrs. H. nursed her 
through the next 24 hours. We sal- 


vaged the rug from the ship and 
used it for a flooring. Nothing but 


stars were overhead the first night 
and it was cold, about 20° above 
although during the day it was 
higher, about 28°. 
Fortunate Rescue 
Learning later that our S O S 


|position was some 20 miles from 


our landing point and also that the 
Lord Talbot was making its final 
cruise about the area when we sig- 
nalled them. Our rescue seems to 
have been an act of providence. 
They had every reason to believe 
that our plane had gone under 


|after searching the area as long as 


they had—we are fortunate indeed 
that such perseverance was shown 
by Capt. Watson in continuing his 
search after having been directed 
to resume fishing by his employers. 


|Too much credit cannot be accord- 


led the seamanship of the entire 
and to that place we hiked the sal- | 


crew in coming through the dan- 
gerous ice pack to effect our res- 
cue. 

—The End — 


many, I treasure yours highly, and 
always shall 

No one will ever know the depth 
of feeling and friendship and in- 
terest, I held each and every one 
of the pilots who “flew the mail” 
and that interest and admiration I 
shall always keep with me. If any 
one knew the dangers these boys 
fly with on their “accustomed 
flights’, it is I. None are braver. 
Their cargoes, not always mail, but 
often human freight, makes one 
stop to think what they are charg- 
ed with, as they fly by day and by 
night. 

And, Mr. Behncke, one of my 
hardest jobs I had as Second As- 
sistant, was to read the words as 
they were conveyed to me by the 
yellow telegram blank, which 
would read something like this: 
“Ship No. 7 crashed at last 
night 2:47 A. M. Pilot killed 
and 247 pounds mail lost. 

It was these messages that pull- 
ed my heart strings. They were 
hard to bear. 

Of course, I knew many of these 


boys and flew with lots of them) 


too, and I knew them as all brave 
boys. My hat is and always will be 
off to them. 

May their hours in the air be 
many and always with happy land- 
ings God knows that is my 
prayer. 

And to you, Mr. Behncke, it 
was always a pleasure to have con- 
tact with you as the boys’ repre- 
sentative and listen to you and the 
deep interest you had in them and 


their Association. 


If, at any time, I can serve you 
or the Association, please never 
hesitate to call on me. I am at 
your command. 


trol over banking, more flexible 
credit for business, and urged that 
the United States Government ex- 
tend credit to municipalities to as- 
sist them in maintaining the public 
schools, which have already 
fered materially. 


suf- 


Millions Receive Relief 

Secretary of Labor Perkins <le- 
clored that around 4,100,000 fam- 
ilies and 600,000 single persons 
are receiving public relief. Ehe 
approved a broad public works pro- 
gram, shorter working hours, in- 
creased buying power for wage 
earners, unemployment insurance, 
adjustment of mortgage problems 
in the interest of home owners, 
and methods for restoring normal 


jemployment to labor 


Home Mortgages Increase 

She said that with 90 per cent 
of homes mortgaged now as against 
40 per cent in 1920, the home 
mortgage problem and the many 
usurious charges connected there- 
with demand drastic measures of 
relief to prevent foreclosures and 
concerted action in the matter of 
home mortgage finance. 


The conference was called to 
submit recommendations which 
would reach President Roosevelt 


through the Secretary of Labor. 
Labor’s Program 

The text of organized labor’s 
recommendations submitted by Mr. 
Green follows: 

“The problem of Unemployment 
and Unemployment Relief should 
be approached from two distinct 
and definite points. 

“1. Congress should make an 
appropriation of an amount of 
money sufficient to meet the ur- 
gent relief needs caused by con- 
tinued unemployment. 

“Hunger and distress have be- 
come so wide-spread and have in- 
creased to the pointw here we be- 
lieve that no less than one billion 
dollars should be appropriated for 
relief purposes and that said 
amount should be made available 
to the states and local communities 
|at the earliest possible date. 

“Feeding of hungry, distressed 
men, women and children consti- 
tutes an emergency as great as the 
financial situation. 

Public Works 

“2. A huge public works pro- 
|gram should be launched and in- 
|augurated as quickly as_ possible. 
Public building construction, road 
|construction, the elmination of 
|grade crossings, flood control, re- 
| forestration, soil erosion, reclama- 
|tion and other governmental proj- 
ects designed to supply work for 
those who are unemployed. 
| “The public works program 
|should be supplemented by the en- 
couragement of self - liquidating 
| projects, such as slum clearances, 
|housing and the building of tun- 
nels and bridges and all other self- 

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 





x - 


yh 
_ 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 


s 


April, 1933 








SWEENEY BILL 
WILL AID AIR 
LINE PILOTS 


Congressman Martin L. Sweeney 
of the House Post Office and Post 
Roads Committee has introduced a 
bill, which would provide that pilots 
employed by companies carrying 
mail by aircraft shall be organized 
as an aviation reserve. 

The bill was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and 
ordered to be printed. 

Should the Sweeney bill be 
enacted, it would place at the gov- 
ernment’s disposal a highly trained 
group of pilots, which would be of 
inestimable value in case of war. 
During times of peace the mail 
pilots would constitute a force 
comparable to the standing air 


force of the United States, which) 


has been reduced to approximately 
950 fliers. 

President Behncke met Con- 
gressman Sweeney, when the latter 
was a member of Mead’s_ sub- 


| 25%, and the Aeronautics Branch 


25% CUT IN AIR :: no exception. We all know what 


|this will mean. It is essential that 
MAIL PLANNED 25% will be deducted wisely, 
where it can most be spared, so 
a | that it will not result in the crip- 
Emergency Legislation May pling of this Department, making 
Save Situation; Calls it practically useless to air com- 
For Action bene 
| When informed of this fact, Sec- 
retary Roper stated he would be 
i i ee | pleased to receive a brief from the 
done by permitting this crisis to! AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIA- 
tear down what it has taken years ‘TION outlining where the money 
of effort, millions of dollars, and | could be withdrawn with least dam- 
many lives to build. Mr. Howes | 456 'e ole geemenss tis en oe 
was presented with a copy of “The | phatic in saying that the 25% must 


Truth About Pilots’ Pay”. He said) 4. cut as that is in line with the 


he had heard about this report and | President’s economy program. 

promised to read it from cover to} Mr. David requested the figures 
; He expressed his pleasure | giving the list of expenditures for 
with the meeting and extended an | the various activities of the Aero- 


le . . . . 

Vv w when-| ; 
| Invitation for _ intervie hen jnautics Branch. Secretary Roper 
ever I was in Washington. 


| gave us this data, and the Central 
David Analyzing Air Mail Act | Executive Council will consider 


A new report on the entire Air | recommendations immediately. As! 

! 
Mail Act (known as the Kelly Bill) | he will have to have these em | 
based on our latest findings and|mendations within the next few) 


(Continued from Page 4) 


cover. 








committee, which was holding hear- 
ings in Chicago relative to certain 
post office contracts. 

The Sweeney bill should have 


|Paul David, economist. 


| 
recommendations, is being made by | days if they are to be of any use 
We will|to him in formulating his re- 
‘shortly furnish this analysis, to-| organization plans, action will be 





STEAM-DRIVE 
PLANE FLIES 


Light Engine, Burning Oil 
Fuel, Can Be Reversed to 
Retard Landing 


Oakland, Cal. — With their at- 
tention primarily centered on ulti- 
mate use in the locomotive and au- 
tomotive industry, William J. Bes- 
ler, pilot and experimenter, and his 
brother, George, both of whom are 
sone of W. G. Besler, chairman of 
the Board of the New Jersey Cen- 
tral Railroad, are completing work 
on their light-weight steam engine 
with which they are making exhi- 


| MINUTE SKETCH | 











the entire endorsement of The Air) gether with a copy of the Bill and 
Line Pilots Association, and it iSiour recommen dations, to all 


aa onde nt: : 
recommended that letters be se C aieiadlieaa. 


> ressman pledging sup-| : ; . 
ae er a bill oo a rll The revised Act will be designed | 
final hearing and enactment. primarily to remove the subsidy as 

The bill follows: much as possible from the larger 
A BILL |lines and help those smaller lines 
To provide that pilots employed | which have a justification for their 
by companies carrying mail by) existence. Rates will be measured 
aircraft shall be organized as an|by minimum poundage per day 
aviation reserve, and for other!) requirements. 
yurposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Pay Report Lauded By Dr. ames 
House of Representatives of the During the course of my travels | 
United States of America in Con-|in Washington, I encountered the | 








gres assembled, That the President 
is hereby authorized to establish 
and organize a section of the Offi- 
cers’ Reserve Corps, to be desig- 
nated as the Mail Pilots’ Aviation 
Section, with such grades and such 
numbers in each grade as the 
President may _ prescribe. 
Peresident is authorized to appoint 
as reserve officers in such section, 
under such regulations as he may 
prescribe, all pilots now employed 
by any person, firm, association, or 
corporation carying United States 


air mail (hereafter called air mail | 


carried in this Act) under a con- 
tract awarded by the Postmaster 
General for the inland transporta- 
tion of mail by aircraft. All such 
pilots shall be commissioned in the 
Army of the United States in such 
grades as the President shall by 
regulation prescribe. Persons here- 
after entering the employ of any 
such air mail carrier as pilots shall 
be appointed reserve officers in such 
section and shall be commissioned 
as second lieutenants. 

Sec. 2 (a) Promotions and trans- 
fers in the Mail Pilots’ Aviation 
Section shall be under such rules 


leminent Dr. John B. Crane, of; 
‘Harvard University, who investi- 
|gated the air mail for the Post | 
| Office and Post Roads Committee. 
|] asked him for a short conference, | 
'to which he agreed. 

| Crane is a young fellow who 





The !takes a frank stand on most ques-| 


tions. He complimented the Asso- 
ciation very highly, saying it was 
greatly respected in operating 
circles. 

I asked his opinion on ‘The 
|Truth About Pilots’ Pay”. He said 
that while he had heard of it, he 
did not have a copy and I prom- 
ised to send him one immediately. 
The next day we ran into Crane in 
the office of the Second Assistant 
to the Postmaster General. He said 
he had secured a copy of our Pay 
Report from one of the operators, 
and had read it from cover to 
cover. He was high in his praises, 
saying it was one of the finest re- 





taken at once. 

Our program will be based on 
no reductions in emergency fields 
or lighting. Radio and all other 
activities will have to bear the full 


loss. Without fields or lights we 
cannot continue to operate. 

In our course through Washing- 
ton, we met many people, too; 
numerous to mention, probably the 
outstanding of whom was Senator 
Kenneth McKellar, generally 
known as a bitter enemy of sub- 
sidized air mail. 

We found Mr. McKellar rather 
the opposite of what we had ex- 
pected, and I believe he could be 
sold on some workable plan, de- 
igned to eventually place air mail 
lon a self-supporting basis. | 
| McKellar is in a very important | 
| position at this time as he is chair- 
|man of the Senate Post Office and 
| Post Roads Committee. 
| Next in importance in Washing- | 
ton, is the 25% reduction in the| 
|Aeronautics Branch of the De-| 
|partment of Commerce, which 
seems inevitable. While everyone 
|in Washington connected with air 
|mail was extremely co-operative 
land friendly, President Roosevelt 
| has directed that certain economies 
|be made, and when the President 
| directs that a cut be made, it is 
made, and that is all there is to it. 
| The axe just cuts through from the 
| top to the bottom and it cuts clean. 


| One point needs explanation—if 





| First Lieutenant, Cole also holds 


| ports of its kind he had ever read, | We had secured the $19,000,000 
|and that, while there were certain | appropriations for air mail, we 

points slightly biased in favor of have no assurance that the full 
'the pilots, everyone had a right to|amount would have been spent. 
| carry his own arguments forward. | The Postmaster General has his 


Crane had just come from the | instructions, as have all other de- 


as may be prescribed by the Presi- Congressional Library and he in- 
dent, and the laws relating to the|¢o.med us that the Director had 
Officers’ Reserve Corps shall, so far | hoard about “The Truth About 


| partmental heads in Washington. A 


| general cut is in the air—and from 


| what I can find out the amount is 
Second As- 





as practicable, apply to such sec- 
tion and the officers thereof. 

(b) All officers of such section 
while employed by any such air- 
mail carrier, shall be given leave of 
absence from their duties with such 
company, without loss of pay, time, 
or senioriyt, or other priviliges or 
benefits with respect to such em- 
ployment, on all days when they 
shall be ordered to active duty, for 
periods not to exceed fifteen days 
in any one calendar year; and 
when relieved from duty they shall 
be restored to the positions held by 
them when ordered to duty. 

(c) All officers of such section 
shall be subject to call to active 
duty, at any time and for any per- 
iod, by the President in case of 
national emergency, without an ex- 
press declaration of such emer- 
gency by Congress. 

Sec. 3. No money shall be paid 
to any air mail carrier under any 
contract for the inland transporta- 
tion of mail by aircraft for any 

‘ period during which it pays com- 
pensation to any pilot who has not 
been appointed or has not agreed 
to serve the United States, as a re- 
serve officer pursuant to the pro- 
visions of section 1 of this Act. 


Pilots’ Pay” and was writing us 
for a copy, to be made a perma- 
nent record in the Congressional 
Library. 


Colonel Young Carries On 


A visit to Colonel Young at the 
Aeronautics Branch of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce found the Col- 
onel in a pleasant mood but it was 
evident that the suspense is telling 
on him. 

Young figures it is his duty to 
carry on his work until some def- 
inite action is taken. I told him of 
our stand in his behalf and he was 
very appreciative of our efforts. 
Dept. of Commerce Faces 25% Cut 


Our Committee was granted a 
hearing with Secretary Roper of 
the Department of Commerce. We 
found him inclined towards form- 
ality, but very agreeable. We ex- 
plained we were interested in giv- 
ing him any help we might be able 
to extend in the reorganization of 
the Aeronautics Branch. 

The Department of Commerce is 
in an uproar and it is impossible 
to predict what will happen. As 
nearly as I can figure it out, every- 








thing is being cut to the tune of 


j}approximately 25%. 

|sistant Postmaster General W. W. 
|'Howes informed me that, in his 
;opinion, if we had received the 
$19,000,000, it is extremely likely 
that not more than $15,000,000 or 
even less, would have actually 
been spent. However, as the cut 
was made by Congress itself, Post- 
master Howes leans toward the 
opinion that the entire $15,000,000 
will be expended. 

As full appropriations in these 
times are not possible, the only 
constructive thing to do is to back 
the Kelly Bill, providing suitable 
changes can be brought about in 
its present draft, a matter with 
which the Central Executive Coun- 
cil and our Washington representa- 
tive are at present very busy. In 
short, in its present form this Bill 
is not suitable but if proper 
changes can be arranged, which we 
believe is possible through our 
friends in Washington, it will pro- 
vide a new basis for the entire air 
mail program, making it possible 
to carry on air mail on its present 
scale of operations somewhere near 
the $15,000,000 limit or, it is not 
unreasonable to assume, many of 





H. F. COLE 





Former War Bird Is One 
of the Organizers of the 
Line Pilots Assn. 





H. F. Cole, of the Northwest 
Airways, Inc., is one of the orig- 
inal three officers of the Air Line 
Pilots Association. From the or- 
ganization’s beginning, Mr. Cole 
has been Secretary. 

Pilot Cole received his first fly- 
ing instruction at Vendome, 
France, and was soloed by Lieut. 
Bailey of the English Government. 

Besides his military rank of 


a Canadian Commercial pilot’s 
rating. He has over 7,000 hrs. in 
the air, including many hours of 
night flying, and is married and 
lives in Minneapolis, Minn. 

Cole is also a member of the 
Central Executive Committee * 
the A. L: P. A. 








AIR MAIL BILL 
STORY CONTINUED 


(Continued from Page 1) 


1 mill per pound-mile. In any 
event the theory is still there. 

In addition to this 2 mill rate 
those companies which show by a 
government audit of their accounts 
that the 2 mill rate is insufficient 
to keep them alive will be granted 
a subsidy administered on a cost- 
balancing principle. 

So far, so good. However, be- 
ing faced with a limited appropria- 
tion, it becomes necessary to place 
in effect certain definite limita- 
tions. A minimum load require- 
ment of twenty-five pounds is put 
in to eliminate unhealthy lines. 
The subsidy payment is limited to 
a maximum of 25c per plane mile, 
and done away with altogether in 
five years. The maximum payable 
under the 2 mill base rate is set at 
50c per mile. On the other hand 
the postage rate is to be changed 
to 5c for each half-ounce, and the 
Post Office Department is author- 
ized to sell 2c post cards. $20,000 
is appropriated to conduct an au- 
dit of the accounts of the opera- 
tors. 

The first hearing on the Bill 
was held April 20 at which repre- 
sentatives of all of the operators 
and the Air Line Pilots Association 
were present. The hearing only 
lasted two hours so that no one 
had much time to go into details. 
The operators were almost unani- 
mous in wanting the 25c maximum 
subsidy raised to 45c, and most of 
them wanted the 50c top limit re- 
moved. They were also fairly well 
agreed that the postage should be 
5c per ounce instead of 5c per half- 
ounce. Otherwise they seemed to 
favor the bill, with but one excep- 
tion. The one exception was the 
American Airways, who, admitted- 
ly, would be the most affected by 
the terms of the bill. They re- 
quested more time to discuss it 
with the Committee and refused 
to make any comments at the time. 

There is a strong possibility that 
the 45c subsidy may be accepted, 
but there is little hope that the 50c 
limit will be removed. This 50c 


limit is for the purpose of taking 


bition flights in a standard biplane 
from the Oakland airport. 

First use of the engine in the 
airplane was made secretly a week 
ago, and the flights were so suc- 
cessful that a public demonstration 
was given last week with the elder 
Besler as an interested spectator. 
Performance of the plane was the 
same as that of the gasoline-driven 
craft with the exception of greater 
silence, the only sound being the 
hum of the propeller and th 
struts. 








giving to the less fortunate, there- 
by saving as much of the present 
system as possible. 
Naturally the pilots are anxious 
that the present system be main- 
tained as nearly as possible as it is 
at present. Nevertheless the Kelly 
Bill is of greatest importance only 
in so far as it may be used as a 
vehicle for securing recognition 
and protection by legislation. It 
is a foregone conclusion that the 
operators are going to be squeezed 
and this will of course bring pres- 
sure on wages and salaries. It is 
correct to assume therefore that a 
labor section is just as necessary, 
and just as much emergency legis- 
lation as the rest of the bill. 

Kelly Bill May Not Pass 
It is believed that the bill will 
not have much chance of getting 
anywhere before next December, 
which may be too late. Any one 
operator could probably stop it, 
and it looks as if American Air- 
ways will try to do so. 
As a matter of fact the Post 
Office Department could, if they 
saw fit, adopt the ideas of the 
Kelly Bill without the necessity of 
new legislation. While those ideas 
may not be ideal from the pilots’ 
viewpoints, they may be the lesser 
of many possible evils. The chances 
of getting a deficiency bill through 
are getting more and more remote. 
It is being rumored for one thing 
that the American Legion is going 
on record as being opposed to all 
forms of government subsidies. In 
addition to that the Independent 
Offices Appropriation Bill is ex- 
pected to carry a rider granting 
power to the President to reduce 
or do away with subsidies, even to 
the extent of cancelling contracts, 
and particularly mentioning ocean 
and air mails. 

Outlook Not Too Bright 
Controlled inflation is almost 


soon. Already President Green of 
the A. F. of L. has announced 
through the press that his organi- 


purchasing power of the workers 
may keep pace with the cost of 
living. It may be well to consider 
how this inflation will affect the 
air industry, and most particularly 
the pilots. 

At a time when prices are rising 
we are faced with a 25% cut in 
dollars, which may soon represent 
a 50% cut in purchasing power. 
When we should be considering 
shorter working hours and 
creases in pay, we are actually 


and almost certain shrinkage of 
buying power. The only bright 
spot on the horizon is the seeming: 
ly infinite capacity of the present 
administration and particularly the 
President for getting things done. 
Coupled with this we have the ger- 
uine interest in air transportation 
exhibited by the chief executive 
and his entire family on numerows 
occasions. One cannot help but 
believe that a sound plan wouli 











us will be out of work. 


from those who do not need it, and 


receive consideration. 
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|owner to meet his financial obli-| 


| gation. 


0 Child Labor Amendment | 
6 HR DAY AND | “As further practical remedies 
{ © |for unemployment we favor the | 

















lenactment of the Child Labor! 
: 5 DAY WEEK | Amendment to the Constitution of | 
Oil |the United States. We suggest that | 
| to —— |the President of the United States | 
One Day of Rest Does Not | <0 ig = pnp Pg 
: . | different states to recommend to 
‘ir at- i Meet Economic Needs |state legislatures the adoption of 
n ulti- fF ; 7 |the Child Labor amendment to the 
nd au- fi (Continued from Page 5) | Constitution of the United States 
+ Bes- [ff liquidating projects which are prac-| at the earliest possible date. 
nd his | tical and feasible. Immigration Laws 
seg Po “eared Day, 5-Day Week ‘ “We further urge that the Im- 
ay ey The American Federation of| migration Laws be impartially and 
cc: Labor urges the application of the |rigidly enforced. We believe that 
engin | six-hour day and five-day week in|the federal government should 
a both public and Tr employ- supply such funds as may be neces- 
Fc sil | ment as a practica and construc: | sary to prevent the illegal entry of 
tive remedy for unemployment. | aliens and to enforce the immigra- | 
“9 This economic reform is 2 "|| tion statutes and thus protect | 
a week necessary because of technica | American labor in this way so far 
: ' changes, the mechanization of in-| os it is possible to do so 
0 Suc- dustry and the substitution of | : % 
— S power for hand labor. Economic Planning 
iain ‘In our judgment it will be im-| Bs a the —- 
sails Min possible to definitely and adequate- — ‘i me beep sigs pian- | 
dines ly overcome the evil of unemploy- a pe i of livi 2 We helil 
greater ment until we institute and apply | at thi — 0 cea ‘al “a | 
a the five-day week and the six-hour | od ee = i hes er 0 Py mage tat 
ad th day to all character of employ-|Portance and because of its socia 
ment, both public and private. It|i™mportance the government should 
— is, of course, not the purpose of | directly interest itself in the de-| 
, there- Union Labor, in advocating the | velopment of higher standards of | 
present shorter workday and workweek to living. ,| 
provide thereby a means of reduc- | We hold further that workers 
peer ae ing the daily or weekly compensa-| — is necessary and should be| 
on tion of the wage earner. | ger by the federal ose 
as it is J “We are convinced that the ob- | eon industrial tranquility. and | 
1e Kelly servance of one day of rest in | dustrial aitehene q y | 
ce only seven, no longer meets economic | a eee y- | 
ed as a and social requirements. Dismissal Wage 
ognition “The shorter workday and| “We further recommend that 
ion. It shorter workweek, can, we believe,|the federal government set an ex- 
that the be brought about by direct nego- | ample to other employers by _ 
queezed tiations between organized workers | viding reserves out of which a dis- 
ng pres- and employers or through the | missal wage should be paid to 
s. It is [)} enactment of federal legislation. | those dropped from the service. 
e that a “Federal legislation could We recommend that a federal 
cessary, supplemented and aided through|#8ency be created for the express 
cy legis- the encouragement and develop- | PUrPose of collecting and collating 
IL. ment of voluntary joint agree- data as to man hours of work avail- 
a ments between employers and or- able, as to wage-earners income 
bill will ganized employes. and _ provide standards - for de- 
ng : a 
aes “We urge the speedy enactment See et er heaking 
Any one fp ° the Black-Connery six-hour-five-| «we believe that the lessons of 
stop it, |) ’@y workweek bill. With specific | the recent past have taught all 
a reaped y dees Pages aaa ne | Classes of people the necessity of 
dus TW y > ¢ é ss rf 
the Post the principle of the six-hour day cue ae ae ek ce 
if they pon peg A: mtg to the! over banking and banking facili- 
aE ee ee | ties. We hold that credit facilities 
essity of Increase Wages {for elgistimate business should be 
ose ideas “It is obviously impossible to|made more flexible and available. 
he pilots’ overcome unemployment without | Through such action industry will 
the lesser restoring to the masses of the|be stimulated and the risks of in- 
e chances people a buying power correspond-| dustrial activities will be greatly 
| through F} ing with the facilities of industrial | minimized. 
e wemnane. production. Buying power mn Pictection of Siac 
one thing F only be established through an in-! “The 1 f bli 
1 1S ZOIne Fe crease in wages. e h aq Pon “we Py h — eee 
sed to all “Unemployment, poverty atin ee t , country - 
sidies. In B¥ puny; Sag ‘eet |one of the most alarming manifes- 
; human distress are directly trace-| tations at then denmeell pal 
lependent fable to a lack of buying power}. sin allt sell i “tir ee . “a | 
ill is ex: F} brought about through continued | 5), 7 gy tonnanegpcertt ementy eonnet 
granting B reductions in wages. The price |}0, hy ai weed ee 
to reduce Bh ive) must he veined and wages| sho occurre . school work in 
Ss, even hs s must be increased before we can! lac y — hal number of 
contracts, H create work opportunities for the engi schools are being kept open 
ing ocean FF inillions of working men and wo-|.» unpai dteachers or by tuition 
; men who are now idle. This result fees. During this eee genie 4 when 
right . [ican be brought about through the due to tax delinquencies states and 
is almost { enactment of minimum wage legis- — cannot meet their 
uality al j lation for women and minors, poe essential programs, the 
Green be i through an increase in wages, and _ it of the United States should 
announced Fy through the development of a wage e — to the states and mu- 
sp ni } standard commensurate with the|™¢!P@ ore ” enehie them to main- 
concerted S teumieseeiie of Aasetioan sites: tain their public schools, as that 
s that the BF ship credit is now extended to private 
e workers Fe ** industry.” 
1e cost of Es Unemployment Insurance Sai Leaders Meeting 
o consider F “Unemployment insurance offers : ; 
affect the BM a partial remedy for the suffering a toitowing representatives of 
articularly F) and distress caused by unemploy- the national and international 
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ment. Special efforts should be 
made to secure the enactment of 
ad quate, practical unemployment 
Insurance legislation both by the 
federal government and by the 
different state legislatures. 

Home Mortgages 


“The home mortgage proglem of 
Wage earners and unemployed 
Workers should be dealt with im- 
= mediately, constructively and in a 
| Practical way. Mortgages should 
be amortized and the rates of in- 
terest should be reduced. All assist- 
ance possible should be extended 
to home owners, foreclosures of 
mortgages should be prevented and 
the time in which these mortgages 
should be paid should be extended, 
m the extension to correspond with 
athe opportunities of the home 


ay Gata acetate 
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unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and represen- 
tatives of the Railroad Brother- 
hoods attended the meeting called 
by William Green, to consider or- 
ganized labor’s recommendations 
to be submitted to the conference: 

Members of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of 
Labor—William Green, President; 
Frank Morrison, Secretary; Frank 
Duffy, First Vice-President; T. A. 
Rickert, Second Vice-President; 
Matthew Woll, Third Vice-Presi- 
dent; James Wilson, Fourth Vice- 
President; John Coefield, Fifth 
Vice-President; Arthur O. Whar- 
ton, Sixth Vice-President; Joseph 
N. Weber, Seventh Vice-President; 
G. M. Bugniazet, Eighth Vice- 
President; Martin Francis Ryan, 
Treasurer. 








RADIO MAKES 
UNSEEN PATH 
FOR AVIATORS 


By DAVID L. BEHNCKE, 


President, Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion, and Veteran of United 
Air Lines Mail Service 


Re-printed from the 
Chicago Herald and Examiner. 


In the clouds as on the highways 
the first traffic rule is “Keep to the 
Right”. 

On the highway disobedience of 
this rule often leads to locked 
| wheels, scraped fenders or an ex- 
| change of epithets. In the air it’s 
| different. There are no “road hogs”’ 
among the pilots. No one wants to 
get on the wrong side of the road. 
For locked wings can injure a good 
| deal more than the driver’s temper. 
| Airways are governed by strict 
| traffic rules. And they are strictly 
lobserved. Like the highway, the 
| airway is a definite path from one 
place to another. These paths are 
marked day and night, and al- 
though the sign-posts differ from 
the rtaffic sign on the ground, they 
are none the less definite and far 
more exact. 


SAFETY IN THE SKY 




















—Sketch by Artist Hart—Chicago Evening American. 
SIGNALS GUIDE PLANES — Sketch shows “path”’ created for planes 


by radio signals which warn pilot if he gets off the course. “Keep to 

the right” is as important to safety in the air as it is to the motorist. 
Air Line Pilots Association —| International Association of Ma-' 

David L. Behncke, President; E. G.| chinists —H. J. Carr, Vice-Presi- 








Hamilton. ’ | dent. Radio is the pilot’s chief guide, 
Bakery and Confectionery! Brotherhood of Maintenance of|although ground signs and land- 

Workers’ International Union of| Way Employes — F. J. Fljozdal,| marks supplement this aid in day 

America—A. A. Myrup. | President. flying. The pilot follows an in- 
International Brotherhood of | ; 


American Federation of Mu- 


Bookbinders—John B. Haggerty, | .;.:. —A. C. Mavde 
President; John, B. Prewitt, See-|"C2NS—“™ ©: Sayden. 
re 


visible path as closely as the mo- 
torist follows a winding ribbon of 
| International concrete. 
= © > | 
funy Soenseren. |Marble, Slate and Stone Polishers, | 


Association of 








Bricklayers, Masons and Plas- , Down the center of the airway 
terers, International Union of|Rubbers and Sawyers, Tile and | 1s projected a radio range beam 
pee a — Richard Gray, Harry Marble Setters Helpers and Ter- | which 1S picked up by the pilot in 
Bate |razzo Helpers—William McCarthy, | flight over his receiving radio. 
pe ees | President. Right and left of the beam are dis- 


International Association Bridge teed ct Bas : ; 
and Structural Iron per wg United Mine Workers of Amer- | tinguished, nee ctively, , “4 the 
|M. Gayton, Vice-President. |ica — John L. Lewis, President; | dot-dash and dash-dot of the Morse 
United Brotherhood of Carpen-| Philip Murray, Vice - President ; | © = 


lters and Joiners of America —| Thomas Kennedy, Secretary-Treas- | These signals blend and become 
|Henry W. Blumenberg urer. la continuous hum when the pilot 
National Federation of Post| International Brotherhood of| fies down the center of the air- 


way. Turning to right or left he 
| catches one of the differing signals. 


WEBB PRAISES 
AIR PILOTS 


Lieut.-Comdr. of U. S. Navy 
Compliments Air Trans- 
port Personnel 


| Office Clerks — Leo E. George,|Paper Makers — Matthew Burns, 
| President; William Otte, Asssitant | President; F. P. Barry. 
| Secretary ; John M. Torka. United Association of Plumbers} 
Cloth Hat, Cap and Millinery|and Steam Fitters of the United | 
Workers’ International Union — | States and Canada — Michael F. 
Max Zaritsky, President. | Garrett. 
| Order of Sleeping Car Conduc- Railway Mail Association — H. 
tors—E. D. Opie. © W. Strickland, Secretary. 
International Union of Operat-| International Seamen’s Union of | 
ing Engineers — John Possehl,; America—Andrew Furuseth, Presi- | 
President; Frank A. Fitzgerald, | dent. 
Secretary. | United Textile Workers of| 
| International Brotherhood of |America — Thomas F. McMahon, | 
| Electrical Workers of America— President. 
| Joseph S. McDonough. | Full Fashioned Hosiery Work- | 
International Union of Elevator |ers—Emil Rieve, President; Alex- | 
lander McKeown. 
| President. | American Federation of Teach- 
International Photo Engravers’; ers—Selma M. Borchardt. 
'Union of North America — E. J.| International Typographical Un- 
| Volz, President. ‘ion — Charles P. Howard, Presi- | 
| International Association of Fire | dent; Clyde M. Mills. Among the pilots to fly Webb 
| Fighters — Fred W. Baer, Presi-| Upholsterers’ International Un-|were George Allen, D. E. Brough- 
| dent. \ion of North America—James H.|ton, Jack Rose, G. L. Boyd, E. 
International Brotherhood of! Hatch, President. |Hamilton Lee, described by Webb 
Firemen and Oilers—N. A. James; | Switchmen’s Union of North/as one of the most famous pilots 
James F. McGrath. | America—John Lundergan. in the world, because of his record 
International Fur Workers’ Un-| Building Trades Department,|and workmanlike job of flying, D. 
ion of the United States and|American Federation of Labor—/L. Behncke, whom the naval com- 
Canada—H. Smith. ;M. J. McDonough, President. 
Metal Trades 











Lieut.-Comdr. L. D. Webb, U. S. 
Navy writing for the March issue 
of U. S. Air Services, gives a vivid 
picture of a trans-continental air 
voyage from Los Angeles to New 
York. 


‘Constructors — Frank Feeney, 


, 





|iuander referred to as a giant and 


International Ladies’ Garment 








Department, | one of United picked skippers, W. 
Workers’ Union—David Dubinsky,|American Federation of Labor—|F. Sherman and last but not least 
President-Secretary; Max D. Dan-| James O’Connell, President; John | pilot Hudson. 
ish. P. Frey, Secretary-Treasurer. | Other air skippers contacted 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Associa-| Union Label Trades Department, | during the itis aun tates “Bure” 
tion of the United States and}American Federation of Labor —| Winslow, De Garmo, Anderson. 
Canada — James Maloney, Presi-|John J. Manning, Secretary-Treas- : iat 
os ’ ne | With the exception of two, all 
American Federation of Govern-| United Hebrew Trades—Morris “skagen pang age ne y won 
ment Employees — John Arthur | Feinstone. ee ee ee eee oo 


Shaw, President. | Legislative Committee, American | clation. . ; 
International Hod Carriers,|Federation of Labor—W. C. Rob-| Speaking of the transport pilots 

Building and Common Laborers’|erts, Chairman; W. C. Hushing;| Webb said that they are in them- 

Union of America — Joseph V.|E. F. McGrady. | selves a triumph of human accomp- 


Moreschi, President. 


and Beverage Dispensers’ Inter- | 
national Alliance—Edward Flore, | 
President. 

Amalgamated Association of 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers — M. | 
F. Tighe, President. 

Lithographers’ International 
Protective and Beneficial Associa- 
tion of the United States and Can- 
ada — Andrew J. Kennedy, Presi- 
dent 

International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers—William 
J. McSorley, President. 

National Association of Letter 
Carriers—Edward J. Gainor, Presi- 
dent. 

International Lon gshoremen’s 
Association—John R. Owen. 








Brotherhood of Railway Clerks— | 
L. Oliver; Richard Dee. 
National Marine Engineers 
Beneficial Association ; C. M. Shep- | 
lan. | 
Railroad Employes’ Department, 


|; American Federation of Labor —-|- 


B. M. Jewell, President; O. S.| 
Beyer; Donald R. Richberg. 
Brotherhood Railroad Signalmen 
of America—D. C. Cone, Vice- 
President. | 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers | 
—E. J. Manion, President. 
Brotherhood Railway Carmen of 
America — J. F. McCreery, Gen. 
Vice-President. 
National Organization Masters, | 
Mates and Pilots of America — A. 
B. Devlin. 





lishment. Unostentatious and quiet 


Hotel and Restaurant Employees | George M. Harrison, President; E. | of manner, they are front rank 


pioneers in the front line of what 
has been a very dangerous occupa 
tion, but is now one of the most 
useful forms of transportation and 
communication. 





Brotherhood Locomotive Engi- 
neers—A. Johnston, Grand Chief; 
G. W. Laughlin. 

Brotherhood Firemen and En- 
ginemen—D. B. Robertson, Presi- 
dent; A. J. Lovell. 

Brotherhood Railroad Trainmen 
—A. F. Whitney, President; J. A. 
Farquharson, National Legislative 
Representative. 

Order of Railway Conductors of 
America—M. P. Reynolds. 
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E. G. HAMILTON 
REVIEWS PLAN 
TO HELP OUT 


Believes Shorter Working 
Hours Would Help to 
Solve Situation | 








By EDW. G. HAMILTON 

One of the most constructive 
suggestions that has been advanced 
for the alleviation of our economic 
ailments is the idea of spreading 
the work. The A. F. of L., sup- 
ported by considerable public opin- 
ion, propose to accomplish this by 
intorducing the five day week and 
the six hour day for labor. The 
Air Line Pilots Association might 
well follow this example by advo- 
cating a sixty hour month and 
thereby take care of some of their 
unemployed. 

While it is too late for this idea 
to correct all evils, nevertheless, it 
is sound in principle and should 
have been effected in 1928. 

In trying to analyze the forces 
which have brought on the present 
state of affairs, after traversing 
the entire circuit, one invariably 
arrives at the one basic flaw, dis- 
tribution — distribution of goods, 
distribution of purchasing power, 
distribution of work. | 

To say that distribution is our, 
chief ailment, by itself, is an| 
ambiguous statement, much like} 





“SPREADING THE WORK” AS TOLD BY A.L.P. 





A. CAPITOL REPRESENTATIVE 








PILOTS REVIEW APRIL 
ISSUE OF AIR LINE PILOT 


STARK TELLS — 
ABOUT BLIND 
Te eet ester wares] FLYING PLANS 


E. J. ESHLEMAN, BAT East | 
C. C. COPPIN, JR., BAT East | : 
W. A. BROOKE, Unemployed. |Behncke Answers Letter with 


Weather Comment 





The following pilots reviewed 
and approved the April issue o 














ing dollar before it hits bottom? 
The Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation was brought into be- 
ing not to correct this situation but 
to check the descent until the real | 
work of reconstruction could be 


| President Behncke recently re- 
| ceived a letter from Howard Stark 
|concerning bad weather flying, in 


Domestic Air Transport 
Operations Report Increases 


Announcement of Col. Young Shows Business Gains for 
January and February, 1933 





Scheduled air lines operating in continental United States carried 
24,300 passengers in January, 1933, and 23,406 passengers in Febru- 
ary, 1933, it was announced today by Col. Clarence M. Young, Assist- 
ant Secretary of Commerce for 
Aeronautics. These totals are based gown were 7,854,069. (A passen- 
on reports from all the 31 com-' ger mile is the equivalent of on 

















begun. Actually it merely effected 
the transfer of private debts to 
the government. These debts still 
remain to be paid out of future | 
income. In the meantime the in-| 
come of the American people has, 
shrunk from 84 billion dollars in 
1929 to 37 billion dollars in 1932, 
while, in the same period, the cost 
of government has mounted from 
13 to 15 billion dollars annually. 
If the government should attempt 
to balance the budget without re- 
ducing cost it would take 40.6% 
of our income to meet the taxes. 
The obvious conclusion is that 
debts cannot be paid without suffi- 
cient income. Income cannot be 
earned without work. Corporations 
cannot do business with a pauper 
market. We are right back where 
we started. Men must be put to 
work, and sharing the work seems 
to offer immediate relief. 


Purchase Power and Production 
What is the correct relationship 


|clement periods. 


which Stark made especial mention 
of the necessity for a safe method 
for landing blind during real in- 


A short, comprehensive analysis 
of this particular paragraph shows 
that Behncke agrees in this in- 
stance with Stark and explains that 
to play bad weather fiying so close 
to the line that a mistake in weath- 
er judgment means death is cer- 
tainly not sound progress. 

Stark’s letter is re-printed be- 
low: 

I note the death of four pilots 
within a period of a month due to 
flying in bad weather. 





Blind Flying Progress 

In writing to you the letter that | 
was published in the December is- | 
sue of the “Air Line Pilot’ I en-| 


deavored to arouse interest in the | 


panies operating in January and passenger flown one mile). 
29 of the 30 in operation during 
February. 


| 


| flown in February were 3,331,518; 
|express carried, 82,237 pounds anid 
Miles flown by these scheduled passenger miles flown, 7,460,225. 
air lines during January were 3,- 
656,262, express carried ttoaled' ponding months of 1932 are shown 

74,268 pounds and passenger miles!in the following: 


Miles 


Comparisons with the corres- 








January February January February 
1933 1933 1932 1932 

Number of report- 

ing companies ...... 31 29 34 82 
Number of operat- 

ing companies ...... 31 30 34 32 
Passengers carried ..... 24,300 23,046 26,075 24,830 
Express carried 

eae 74,268 82,237 39,080 64,996 
Miles flown ........... 3,656,262 3,331,518 3,532,234 3,231,551 — 
Passenger miles 

POM ache Sita cote oneseS 7,854,069 7,460,225 


6,077,088 5,792,811 











saying ‘God is good’ and letting it) phetween wages and commodities? 
go at that. Perceiving the fact is|The answer to this question is 
not necessarily knowing the why | practically the answer to distribu- 
or the way. In the language of the| tion which is the ultimate solution 
day, let us examine the records. | to all of our difficulties. Wages 

In the field of economics there} paye a dual role They represent 
seem to be two schools of thought, |at one and the same time the price 
the old and the new, or, we might | of services and the vast purchas- 
say, the theoretical and the prac- ing power of the masses. The pur- 


seriousness of this instrument fly-| bad weather pilots in the country, 


ing business, stating that there | and considers the great risks these | Chicago Races 
| ‘ P e 
had been nothing done about in-| few pilots went through in order Will Be Held at 


strument flying since the Airlines| to acquire their experience, the) —" ‘“ 
Municipal Airport 


rng Dror rasa meg 


better it will be for all concerned. 

It is almost impossible to make 
anyone, who has not been through 
the mill, understand what these 


opened until the past eight months 
when the Department of Commerce 
passed a law requiring the pilot to 
pass a test in blind flight. 


The 19380 air races in Chi- 


tical So far we have dealt mostly | 
with practical problems—men and 
work. IT will now endeavor to take 


chasing power of labor must go 


hand in hand with productive ca- The passing of this law caused a 


|pacity. The fundamental principle 
is that men should be able to con- 
| sume all that they produce with 
|nothing left over on either side. 
and note the results. |This is a difficult problem that is 
Old School |imnossible of quick solution. Essen- 

The old school regards the cycli-| tially it calls for control of condi- 
eal trend of business as inevitable | tions rather than control by condi- 
—the hills of prosperity and the | tions. It requires the stabilization 
valleys of depression and despair! of the various factors in our eco- 


you a short way into the mist of 
theory (perhaps ‘dogma’ would be 
a better work), mix in a few facts 


large number of so-called experts 
to appear of work in 
which they have had no practical 
experience with the result that the 
pilot has been encouraged to fly| 
bad without the least’ 
understanding of what he is up 
against. 


in a line 


weather 


cago, a four-day air t, known 
risks are. It would be to a pilot’s = , td vi Ns _ 

adie iia: celal Wie dec Oe a as the American Air Races will be 
. ‘held on the Chicago Municipal Air- 
realize that it is impossible to fly port, July 1-4 oe i - 
in real bad weather until a safe : i : : 4 
method of landing blind is de-! vanes -— aeenire Serene 
veloped as one can never tell what! **!® one eee Ree Ban, 
the weather will do and a mistake | fled _ — a an and, 
P , _ (according to Major R. W. “Shorty” 
in weather judgment may result in |Schroeder, director of events, a 


death. |program is being drawn up that fF 


are there and that is that. In times | 
of depression, according to the old | 
order and in their own language, | 
“Economic recovery must wait un- 
til deflation has run its course” 
and “Wages must be reduced to 
bring them into line with commodi- 
ties. The gulf between cost of 
raw materials and the cost of 
finished products must be nar- 
rowed by further reductions in 
wages.” ete. Between the lines 
one might interpolate ‘“Topheavy 
capital structures must be main- 
tained at all costs.” 

In other words everything must 
hit bottom before the upturn is 
possible. But how high is up and 
how low is down? Just where is 
the bottom? And what is the proper 
relationship between wages and 
commodities? Is the bottom com- 
plete liquidation? Was the 1928-9 
relationship between wages and 
commodities the correct one, and, 
if so, why did we have a depres- 
sion? 

Bottom Is Liquidation 

The absolute bottom is complete 
liquidation, and that is exactly 
where this dizzy spiral is leading 
us. This way lies bankruptcy, 
financial collapse ,ruin. This may 
be easily explained. We have about 
4 billion dollars in gold which will 
support, at the raio of 2% to 1, 
10 billion dollars in currency. On 
the other hand we have (left) 43 
billions of dollars in bank de- 
posits. Complete liquidation can 
only mean that these 48 billions of 
deposits must, by bankruptcy and 
default, be converted into 10 bil- 
lions of dollars in cash. This is 
where we are heading, and explains 
how the demand for dollars has 
forced prices down. Can we rea- 
sonably expect that the prices of 
commodities and wages will ever 
catch up with this rapidly chang- 


nomic life. The most vital compo- 
nents should be fixed within def- 
inite limits by law and not per- 
mitted to fluctuate by their own 
omentum or that of less important 
influences. 

The two most important items 
are Services (Purchasing Power) 
and the Dollar. A dollar of fixed 
buying power regardless of gold 
content could easily mean a Labor 
Standard of money. The fixing of 
service values is a hopeless task 
excepting in a general way. The 
first requisite is to distribute the 
available work as nearly as is pos- 
sible by limiting the working week 
to a point where the unemployed 
are absorbed. The fixe day week 
and six hour day may turn the 
trick. This might well be made 
into a flexible law and could rea- 
sonably be followed by a minimum 
wage low. 


Proper Balance 


The next important step is the} 
maintaining of a proper balance) 
between Capital earnings and La-| 


Flying in bad weather requires | Will make the American Air Races 
one of the year’s outstanding avia- 
tion events. 


I do not wish to infer that | 3 3 f 
have any criticism against the De-|2” entirely different type of flying | 
partment of Commerce’s recent than the average pilot knows any-| 
law sincerely believe they | “hing about. The bad weather pilot | 
have passed a most essential Rave | nOeEO ets his weather reports in| 
in requiring blind flight tests. Also, 2% entirely different manner than 
this law makes every effort to pre- | the fair weather pilot and the best 
vent flying in bad weather that advice I can offer to any pilot is to 
can be eliminated without neces- be content with safe and sane fly- 
sarily tying-up the airlines entirely, 1% by taking all prescribed pre- 
when poor weather conditions pre- | cautions and to let the few reck- 
ae 'less bad weather pilots, who do fly 

in bad weather, regardless of the 
| risks involved, go ahead. 


as I 


I take the liberty of writing you 
this letter due to the fact that I 
supplied the Department of Com- 
merce with considerable informa- By pilots going ahead and gain- 
tion on instrument flying that was|ing this knowledge by actual ex- 
necessary in order that the law) perience they will in due course of 
could be put into effect, by ac-| time develop a practical system of 
tually demonstrating that instru-; bad weather flying, but I would 
ment flying was practical and could | say it will not be before there is a 
be taught to anyone. safe and practical way for landing 


Test Not Enough wane. 


Will Develop System 


In other words, when it becomes 


bor earnings Rigid government | Pilots should be made to realize 


supervision of our banking system |that in passing the Department of 
is essential, and it is my guess that | Commerce test that they only have 
this will repent Me on pn bya license to crack-up with if they 
government ownership and opera-) ;,.; wage 

tion. When this <a place ae ae See > rs nena OF von 
will be more than mere financial | t¢st merely requires that the pilot 
institutions. They will take over|be able to keep an airplane right 
the additional function of national| side up and fly a radio beam and 


accounting, and by a system of) does not necessarily guarantee that 
bookkeeping not yet devised record | 


the economic condition of the 
country in a scientific and accurate 
manner. 

In conclusion it may be said that 
while over production may always 
be with us, under consumption 
should not be tolerated. The first 
step toward the prevention of un- 
der consumption is complete em- 
ployment. 





he is fully qualified to fly in real 
i bad weather. 


| 

Although the pilot has been in- 
|structed in a method of locating 
the radio station, which does not 
always prove practical in bad 
weather, he has had no real in- 
struction in bad weather flying at 
all and the sooner the average pilot 
realizes that there are only a few 


practical to fly in bad weather it 
will become a simple matter to 
give instructions in bad weather 
flying. The “turn indicator” has 
been in use for twelve years, but 
it is a noteworthy fact that prac- 
tical instruction of its use has only 
been out the past year and if it 
takes twelve years to learn how to 
read a turn indicator it is quite ap- 
parent that there should be no un- 
due haste to fly this bad weather 
until they acquire more reliable in- 
formation on the subject. 

In conclusion I might add that 
the one fact that a pilot should re- 
member is that when he passes the 
D. O. C. Scheduled Air Transport 
Rating it covers the instrument 
flying phase, but not bad weather 


The Chicago Air Race Corpora- 
tion, backer of the project, has es- 
tablished headquarters in Hotel 
Sherman, Chicago, and arrange- 
ments are being made to handle 
daily crowds of between 50 and 75 
thousand spectators during thef 
four days in July. 


Numerous trophies will be uf 
for competition, together with sub- 
stantial cash prizes, according tof 
Major Schroeder. The prize money 
is now being raised and the total 
sum will be placed in escrow and 
announced June 1. This will in- 
sure every contestant knowing ex- 
actly for what he is competing. 


Admitted Free 


All persons holding department 
of commerce pilot or mechanic li- 
censes will be admitted free to they 
American Air Races at all times F 
This is the first time this considera F 
tion for the flying fraternity haf 
been shown at an air meet of nat 
ional importance. 


an 


een oat 





WILL ROGERS PRAISES 
COL. YOUNG’S PROGRAM 


™ 


Will Rogers recently made a fly- 
ing trip from the West Coast t 
New York. 


Later in his syndicated letter 
Rogers commented concerning hit 
air journey. 


He said that the trip impressed 
him with the excellent job that Col 
Young has done for Commerc! 
Aviation, and that if any change 
are made in the Aeronautics De 
partment, it will take  thirtee! 
Democrats to efficiently replac’ 























flying. 


Col. Young. 
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